
John Williams
Composer in the Spotlight



John Williams is an 

American composer and 

conductor. He has 

composed many 

soundtracks for 

blockbuster movies such 

as Star Wars, Superman, 

Jaws, Indiana Jones, 

Jurassic Park, and Harry 

Potter.
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John Williams was born in Long Island, 

New York on February 8, 1932. His parents 

were Esther and Johnny Williams. 

He was exposed to music from a young 

age and began studying piano as a child, 

later learning trumpet, trombone, and 

clarinet. He started writing music early, 

trying to orchestrate his own pieces as a 

teen.

https://kids.kiddle.co/Long_Island
https://kids.kiddle.co/New_York


In 1948, the Williams family 

moved to Los Angeles where John 

attended North Hollywood High 

School, graduating in 1950. 

He later attended the University of 

California, Los Angeles, (UCLA) 

and studied composition. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Hollywood_High_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_California,_Los_Angeles


In 1951, Williams joined the U.S. 

Air Force, where he played the 

piano and brass and conducted 

and arranged music for the U.S. 

Air Force Band as part of his 

assignments.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force_Band


After leaving the air force in 1954, 

Williams briefly studied piano at the 

Juilliard School of Music and worked 

as a jazz pianist in New York City.  

He later returned to California, where 

he worked as a Hollywood studio 

pianist.

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Juilliard-School


In the early 1970s Williams made a name 

for himself as a composer. Then an aspiring 

director, Steven Spielberg, asked Williams 

to score his first feature. 

Thus began a decades-long partnership 

between the two, with Williams scoring 

some of Spielberg’s best-known films, Jaws

Close Encounters of the Third Kind, E.T.: 

The Extra-Terrestrial, Indiana Jones and 

Jurassic Park. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Jaws-film-by-Spielberg
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Close-Encounters-of-the-Third-Kind
https://www.britannica.com/topic/ET-The-Extra-Terrestrial
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Jurassic-Park-film-by-Spielberg


Throughout his extensive career 

Williams created some of the most 

memorable music in movie history, 

including the scores and iconic 

theme songs for nine of the Star 

Wars films (1977, 1980, 1983, 

1999, 2002, 2005, 2015, 2017, and 

2019)
Won an academy Award for 

Best Original Score 1978

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_D0ZQPqeJkk
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Star-Wars-film-series
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Star-Wars-film-by-Lucas


Nominated for an Academy Award for 

Best Original Score 1978

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOqiIX1Z5Fo


Nominated for an Academy Award for 

Best Original Score 1982

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-bTpp8PQSog


ET won the Academy Award for 

Best Original Score 1983

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-qrMz-JAzo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award_for_Best_Original_Score
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award_for_Best_Original_Score


The iconic Olympic theme song is a 

combination of two pieces.

The first 45 seconds of the famous 

piece features “Bugler’s Dream” 

written by Leo Arnaud followed by 

“Olympic Fanfare and Theme” written 

by Williams.

It wasn’t until the 1984 Summer 

Olympics in Los Angeles that 

Williams’ “Olympic Fanfare and 

Theme” became part of the famous 

theme song.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MCqUESCoB1w


Nominated for an Academy Award for 

Best Original Score 1991

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bVOuOnO6mY


1993

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msimASAXoys


Williams composed the first three Harry Potter films 

(2001, 2002, and 2004). 

Nominated for an Academy Award Best Original Score 2002

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Li0SWlwe34
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Harry-Potter
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Harry-Potter-and-the-Sorcerers-Stone
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Harry-Potter-and-the-Chamber-of-Secrets-film-by-Columbus
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Harry-Potter-and-the-Prisoner-of-Azkaban-film-by-Cuaron


2016

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cm7sFM4g3Dk


In addition to his film work, Williams is a 

well known as a concert composer and 

conductor. 

He composed symphonies as well as 

concertos for various instruments. In 

1980 he became the conductor of the 

Boston Pops, touring and recording 

extensively and sometimes leading the 

orchestra in live renditions of his popular 

film scores. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Boston-Pops-Orchestra


The Imperial March from The Empire Strikes Back 

Los Angeles Philharmonic, (2014) conducted by John Williams

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMvcCfs8mf8


Williams has been nominated for more than 

50 Academy Awards and has won 5.

https://www.britannica.com/art/Academy-Award


In 2004 he was awarded a Kennedy 

Center Honor, and in 2009 he was 

awarded the National Medal of Arts, the 

highest award given to an artist by the 

U.S. government, for his achievements in 

symphonic music for motion pictures.

He was also the recipient of 3 Emmy Awards and more than 20 Grammy Awards. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Kennedy-Center-for-the-Performing-Arts
https://www.britannica.com/art/Emmy-Award
https://www.britannica.com/art/Grammy-Award


Although Williams recently 

celebrated his 90th birthday 

on February 8, 2022, he is 

currently touring across 4 

countries and has 32 

upcoming concerts.



John Williams, an American 

composer, conductor and 

pianist with a career that has 

spanned seven decades, will 

be remembered as one of 

the most popular, 

recognizable, and critically 

acclaimed composers of film 

scores in cinematic history.

1932 -
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